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Why Women and Girls?

• Women make up half of those living with HIV

• In sub-Saharan Africa, women account for 60% 

of those living with HIV

• Increasing interest among governments and 

donors to address the needs of women and girls

• 80% of proposals to the Global Fund include 

insufficient gender-sensitive analysis
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Rights and Justice for Women:  

Programming based on the Evidence
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What is the Evidence Base?

• Contains:   

– Approximately 2,000 citations 

– More than 450 studies summarized 

– Data from around 90 countries

• Criteria: 

– various search methodologies (wom*n and HIV, etc.) 

for evaluated interventions 

– with measurable outcomes, 

– published prior to January 2010
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Who Needs the Evidence Base?

• Government Ministries and National AIDS 
Programs

• Donors

• Civil society organizations

• Country programmers

• CCMs

• Researchers

• Advocates
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Beyond the evidence base

• Despite 25 years of work, we still are lacking 
evidence for many critical issues for women 
and girls.

• www.whatworksforwomen.org shows gaps in 
programming that have emerged in the 
literature

http://www.whatworksforwomen.org
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Gaps in Research and Programming 

for Women and Girls

• How can gender norms be changed?

• How can concurrent partnerships among men 

and women be reduced?

• What training is effective to reduce stigma by 

health providers for sex workers and IDUs?

• What programs are needed for adolescents who 

acquired HIV through perinatal transmission?

• What programs exist for HIV-positive women on 

preconception care?
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Questions?

Jill Gay: jillgay@aol.com

Karen Hardee: karen.hardee@hardeeconsultinggroup.com

Melanie Croce-Galis: mcrocegalis@gmail.com

Shannon Kowalski: skowalski@sorosny.org

Funding was provided for What Works by the Open Society Institute, 

UNDP and Population Action International
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